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Last year saw the production of a feature-length documentary entitled
“Seventh-Gay Adventists,” which explores the spiritual journey of three
same-sex couples who wrestle with trying to reconcile their religious and
sexual identities. The film seeks to elicit a sympathetic response toward
these very ordinary everyday Adventists who just happen to be gay. Having
seen the trailer online, it did remind me that in our attempts to defend
our moral standards it is possible to lose sight of the fact that we are not
just dealing with an issue, but we are dealing with people. People who are
often hurting and confused; people who need counsel not condemnation;
people who hide behind masks of pretense for fear of vilification and
rejection; people who need a safe place to work through their inner
turmoil.
Ask yourself this question: 'If a member of my church openly admitted that
he or she was struggling with same-sex attraction, how would that
individual be received?' I recall sitting in a meeting in which the question
was raised regarding how we should relate to those within our church who
have a homosexual orientation. I overheard one church elder whisper to
another, "Burn them!" Now I am quite sure this does not represent the
majority view of church leaders, but it is representative of a disturbing
lack of compassion for those who wrestle with this issue.
The well-worn line that ‘God made Adam and Eve not Adam and Steve’
may draw chuckles from an unthinking congregation, but it makes me
cringe every time I hear it. I wonder how the young person who is
struggling with his or her sexual identity feels when the authority figures in
the church use the core of their struggle as an opportunity for cheap jibes.
Can we seriously expect them to confide in leaders who make light of their
pain? Where then do they go? We have a great emphasis at present
regarding our Mission to the Cities, but if we are as successful as we wish
to be, there will be people coming through our doors from varying
backgrounds. Are we ready to receive them?
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Our biblical position on homosexuality is what it is. It’s not going to
change. However, what needs to change is how we relate to all people we
consider to be living contrary to God’s will. I believe that one of the
barriers to a compassionate response is our traditional position that
homosexuality is simply a rebellious lifestyle choice. I’m not so sure.
_______________________________________________________________

By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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I believe it is too simplistic to just dismiss homosexuality as a choice. Can anybody just choose his or her
sexual orientation? When did we choose to be heterosexual? Why would an Adventist Christian consciously
choose such an orientation when it is guaranteed to excite opposition? The fact is that we live in a
“cursed Earth.” As a result, people can be born with all manner of physical, psychological and
physiological anomalies. Mankind is affected by sin on every level including our genetic make-up. Ellen
White alludes to this when she refers to “hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil” (Desire of Ages,
311). We have to allow for the fact that some people may be born with a predisposition toward
homosexuality. Whether homosexuality is genetically influenced, a conscious choice or developmental in
origin - or even all three - it is still the product of a fallen human condition.
Homosexual orientation may not be a choice but homosexual behaviour is a choice. A thorough study of
the biblical passages that refer to homosexuality shows a condemnation of practice, not orientation. A
person’s orientation indicates sexual preference and how an individual may be tempted. However, God
does not judge us for how we are tempted. He holds us accountable for the decisions we make, and the
behaviours which follow those decisions. The fact that a person may have a predisposition toward
homosexuality is not the point. Genetics do not determine morality. The Bible makes it clear that we are
all ‘born in sin and shaped in iniquity’ (Psalm 51:5). The fact that we are 'naturally' sinful does not
legitimise sin, but rather emphasises our need of a Saviour. The argument
is often raised that if an individual surrenders completely to God, He will
change their orientation. Can God do that? Of course! The God who spoke
the world into existence is able to change a person’s sexual orientation,
but that does not necessarily mean that He will. Did the Lord have the
ability to remove Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’? Of course! Did He? No! He
simply said, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
To live without the opportunity for legitimate sexual expression is a common experience for both those
who experience same-sex attraction while choosing to remain celibate and single heterosexuals who for
whatever reason remain single. Living without romance and a legitimate outlet for sexual expression may
be considered as a loss for those who desire such relationships. However, such relationships are not the be
all and end all of human intimacy. In his excellent book Beyond Boundaries, John Townsend makes the
point that as a society we have bought into the fallacy generated to a large extent by Hollywood that a
sexual relationship trumps every other kind of intimate relationship we can experience. However, this is
not necessarily the case. In the end analysis, our primary concern has to be faithfulness to God's will for
our lives and if that requires celibacy, then so be it.
In order to respond compassionately, we need to come to terms with our
own prejudices. We need to examine our own hearts and ask ourselves
whether we truly have the capacity to hate the sin and love the sinner. In
His dealings with both the woman at the well (John 4) and the woman
caught in adultery (John 8), Jesus demonstrated both love and acceptance
while at the same time holding these women accountable for their choices.
It is the absence of a compassionate heart that leads to a 'round 'em up and
burn 'em up’ mentality. It is much easier to take a judgemental view when
homosexuality has no face. However, if the church is truly a family, then we
need to appreciate that those who are fighting their silent battles are our sons and daughters, our
brothers and sisters to whom we owe a duty of care.
It is those who are considered to be the worst of sinners who need the best of grace. In Luke 15:2 the
leaders of the church leveled what was intended to be a criticism of Jesus, but it was in fact one of the
greatest compliments they could have paid Him. “And the Pharisees and Scribes complained, saying, ‘This
Man receives sinners and eats with them.’” Our challenge as a church community is to create a safe place
which provides spiritual and emotional support. While we are expected to uphold biblical standards, we
are equally required to ‘receive sinners and eat with them’ by demonstrating compassion and grace.
_______________________________________________________________
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FAMILY WORSHIP APP

Click on the link to download the GC
Family Ministry Planbook at http://
www.adventistinfo.org.uk/departments/
familyministries.php

This app provides family
worship ideas that are
fun, easy, and
inspirational for the
entire family

_______________________________________________________________
By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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Recommended Reading
In And Baby Makes Three, John Gottman and
Julie Schwartz Gottman teach couples the skills
needed to maintain healthy marriages, so
partners can avoid the pitfalls of parenthood by,
focusing on intimacy and romance; replacing an
atmosphere of criticism and irritability with one
of appreciation; preventing postpartum
depression; creating a home environment that
nurtures physical, emotional, and mental
health, as well as the cognitive and behavioral
development for your baby.

AdventSource www.adventsource.org/
Adventist Parenting www.adventistparenting.org/
Adventist Special Needs
Association - http://
www.asna.info/
BUC Family Ministry–
www.adventistinfo.org.uk/
The Ellen G. White Estate http://www.whiteestate.org/
GC Family Ministry - http://
family.adventist.org/
Hope Channel - http://
www.hopetv.org/
Kids in Discipleship www.kidsindiscipleship.org/

In Love is A Decision, family counselor and bestselling author Gary Smalley, with John Trent,
share how to guide your marriage for a lifetime by
learning how to make your spouse feel truly
honored, keep courtship alive, rebuild trust, and
become best friends with your family. According
to Smalley, good marriages are no accident. And
deciding to love-in the practical ways outlined
here-can result in relationships that are tougher
than tough times.
Beyond Boundaries is an excellent follow up to
the classic Boundaries which established the
need for healthy protective boundaries. This
volume teaches how to open the heart and
learn to trust again. Taking the reader beyond
the pain of the past, Dr. John Townsend offers
practical tools to help re-establish closeness
with those who have caused pain, recognize
true change, move past relational pain, and
create a safe environment in which trust can
thrive once more.

North American Division Family
Ministry - family.nadadventist.org
SEC News www.secadventist.com/secnews/
Share Him - http://
sharehim.org/php/index.php
South Pacific Division Family
Ministry - http://
adventist.org.au/family-
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