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The Family: An Evangelistic Potential
Pr Les Ackie
The very term ‘family evangelism’ brings together two powerful concepts
in the life and future prosperity of the church. The family is the primary
agency that God has put in place to transmit His values from one
generation to another. It is in the home that family members should first
engage in the privilege & blessing of worship; encounter the power of His
Word; experience the joy of intimate fellowship; cultivate the principle of
sacrificial giving, and practice loving service to others. God designed that
the family should be the primary discipling unit in which individuals are
equipped to share the gospel of Jesus from a personal experience of Him.
This is the heart and essence of evangelism. Ellen White makes it clear
that, “The mission of the home extends beyond its own members” (The
Adventist Home, p. 31)

Ultimately, ‘family’ extends beyond our biological relations and embraces
those with whom we choose to connect. Jesus Himself extended the
Recommended
narrow definition of family when he stated, “For whoever does the will of
Reading
my Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (see Matthew
12:46-50). Dr S Joseph Kidder, professor of Christian ministry at Andrews
University comments on the results of a 2004 survey of Seventh-day
Adventists in North America. It demonstrated that most people who joined the church did so because
of a friend or relative. It is clear from this survey and from experience that the most effective means
of evangelism is relationship-based. The most effective way of reaching people for the Gospel is
through personal influence. The emphasis is on who we are, not what we do.
Jesus made a powerful endorsement of the validity of relational evangelism when he stated, “By this
shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). We
must not gloss over the import of Jesus’ statement. He intimates that the greatest evidence we can
present to the world that we are true believers is the quality of the relationships we have with one
another. The experience of the New Testament church reiterates this truth. Acts 2:42-47 states,
“44And all that believed were together, and had all things common 45And sold their possessions and
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46And they, continuing daily with one
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, 47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.” It is significant to note from this passage that daily accessions
to the church were a direct result of how the believers related to one another. The powerful
evangelising nature of loving relationships cannot be understated.
The coupling of the two terms, ‘family’ and ‘evangelism’, requires that we think of evangelism in
more personal terms. In her classic book, Out of the Salt Shaker and Into the World, Rebecca Pippert,
states, “Evangelism isn’t just something you ‘do’—out there—and then get back into normal living.
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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Evangelism takes people seriously, getting across to their island of concerns and needs, and then
sharing Christ as Lord in the context of our natural living situations (30).” We need to expand our
concept of evangelists and evangelism beyond the activities of those specifically gifted for soulwinning. God’s design is that every convert is to be a convert maker, not just for the benefit of
others, but also for our own growth. Proverbs 11:25 states, “The generous soul will be made rich, and
he who waters will also be watered himself.” We are instructed that, “. . . the effort to bless others
will react in blessings upon ourselves. This was the purpose of God in giving us a part to act in the
plan of redemption (Steps to Christ, 79).

!

Evangelistic campaigns have their place, and quite rightly so as they still remain the primary avenue
for church growth within the South England Conference. The issue is not so much, which method of
outreach we choose to employ. As Mark Finley once commented, "The most effective form of
evangelism is to just do it." The main issue is about how we connect with people on a relational level.
No matter how well the evangelist preaches, no matter the quality of our health expos, no matter
how well organised our café churches may be, people will not stay where they do not feel loved,
accepted and valued. That’s about relational connections.

!

Our evangelistic mandate requires the communication of a very distinctive message which is
encapsulated in the Three Angels’ Messages of Revelation 14. Unfortunately, within the church, there
appears to be a misconception that prioritising loving relationships requires us to compromise the
truths that make us who we are. Nothing can be further from the truth. We are told that, ‘ . . . the
last message of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love. The children
of God are to manifest His glory. In their own life and character they are to reveal what the grace of
God has done for them (Christ’s Object Lessons, 127). Our distinctive message does not amount to a
hill of beans unless it is shared within the context of God’s love. It is only as we get to know people as
people that we can understand how to communicate the message in a way that it will be best
received. Fixating on our distinctives can actually be a defence mechanism for avoiding authentic
relationships while convincing ourselves that we are doing God's will by sharing information.

!

We are told that, “Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour
mingled among men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to
their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, follow me” (Ministry of Healing, 143).
This involves engaging with people on the issues that most occupy their heart concerns. More often
than not, this involves some aspect of family relationship. People embrace truth when they can see
how that truth fits into the framework of their day-to-day lives. Our message will fall on deaf ears
unless we can answer the question, “So what?” We can get into great debates about what constitutes
Present Truth, but for an individual who is lost, present truth is whatever they need to hear and
experience in order to be saved.

!

The medical missionary work is described as, “a great entering wedge” for the gospel” (see Counsels
on Health, 353). Family evangelism can fulfil a similar purpose. It's potential is summed up in David &
Vera Mace's comment about the home. They state, "it is by far the most powerful evangelising agency
in the world. Its evangelism however is not aggressive; it is
persuasive. It proclaims its message not by words, but by
deeds. It does not tell others what they should be; it shows
them what they could be” (In the Presence of God, 113).
Our relational efforts should always seek wherever possible
to win people within the context of their families rather
than separate them from the people they love. Our task is
not only to influence souls for the kingdom, but also to,
“make disciples of all men (Matthew 28:11).”

!
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By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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Children, the Lord’s Supper & Baptism
Pr Les Ackie
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There is an ongoing discussion in many of our churches regarding
whether unbaptised children should be allowed to participate in
the ordinances of the Lord’s Supper. The question is complicated
by the fact that the Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual states
that Adventists hold open communion. In other words, all who have
committed their lives to the Saviour, independent of their
particular church alliance, may participate when visiting during the celebration of the ordinances.
However, The Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual also states that children must be baptised before
taking part in communion. At face value, this appears to many to be contradictory. In the absence of
a clear biblical passage that addresses the question, it is necessary to examine the biblical principles
and inspired commentary that apply to both baptism and the communion service.
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The rationale for requiring baptism prior to communion is based on the fact that baptism symbolises
that an individual has confessed their sinful condition, realised their need of salvation and has
publicly accepted Jesus as Saviour and Lord. Baptised believers become united to the community of
believers within the body of Christ. According to Paul, those who participate in the Lord’s Supper are
members of the body of Christ, “For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all
partake of that one bread” (1 Corinthian 10:17). It is therefore argued that in the community of faith,
those who have already experienced the saving power of the blood of Christ, that now comes
together to break the bread and drink the wine of communion with the risen Lord. While this makes
logical sense, many feel uncomfortable with the idea that their children, who are growing in Jesus
and love Him according to their innocent understanding, are not part of the body of Christ. Ellen
White states that, “The soul of the little child that believes in Christ is as precious in His sight as are
the angels about His throne” (The Adventist Home, 279).

!

We are also counselled that “While there is no stated age for baptism, it is recommended that every
young child who expresses a desire to be baptised should be encouraged and entered into an
instruction program that may lead to baptism” (Church Manual, 29). Christian researcher George
Barna’s studies have also shown that the optimum ages at which children make decisions for Christ
are between 5-13. The Barna Group research is a confirmation of what Ellen White said many years
ago that, “It is in these early years that the affections are the most ardent, the heart most
susceptible of improvement” (Review and Herald, December 17, 1889).
Parents make a crucial error when they dismiss their children’s ardent
requests to make a public commitment to Christ. It is a disturbingly
recurrent theme that children who were denied the opportunity to be
baptised in early childhood, lose the desire to do so as they approach
and enter the teen years. There is something spiritually and
psychologically significant about acting on personal convictions that
prepares the mind to reinforce those decisions. Conversely, a failure to
act on convictions weakens the brain’s neural pathways, decreasing the
drive to do so with each subsequent failure to act. Parents would do
well to heed the counsel, “Do not speak of religion as something that
children cannot understand, or act as if they were not expected to
accept Christ in their childhood” (Desire of Ages, 517).
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The General Conference Children’s Ministries Department recommends that where young children
express a genuine desire to follow Jesus, but are not considered ready for baptism by their parents
and the church leaders, then a ‘Service of Affirmation’ may be an appropriate step.
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By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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Here, the church publicly recognises and affirms the child’s desire, while continuing to support them
toward baptism at a later point in time. Such a ceremony helps to affirm the child’s decision and lets
him/her know that the congregation rejoices in their
commitment. Parents and church leaders have a responsibility to
recognise, acknowledge and nurture children’s decisions to make
commitments to the Lord.

!

The recognition of children’s spirituality has implications for their
qualification to participate in the Lord’s Supper. The exclusion of children from the communion
service appears to downplay their capacity to appreciate spiritual things. However, we must be
careful not to underestimate their ability to make commitments to Christ. Ellen White states that,
“Children of eight, ten or twelve years, are old enough to be addressed on the subject of personal
religion. Do not teach your children with reference to some future period when they shall be old
enough to repent and believe the truth. If properly instructed, very young children may have correct
views of their state as sinners, and of the way of salvation through Christ” (Testimonies, vol. 1, 400).
The purpose here is not to place an arbitrary age at which children should be baptised or receive
communion, but to acknowledge their ability to appreciate spiritual things.
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Allowing children access to the Lord’s Supper should never constitute a ‘lowering of the bar’ in order
to placate their wishes. The Bible presupposes that those who partake of the emblems have a clear
understanding of their symbolic meaning. Jesus said to His disciples, “do this in remembrance of
Me” (Luke 22:19). This obviously necessitates a knowledge of the meaning of Jesus life and death on
our behalf. It is also clear that partaking of the emblems should not be taken lightly. Parents show a
lack of awareness and a marked disrespect for the communion service when they feed the
consecrated emblems to their children in order to pacify them. The Apostle Paul emphasises the
solemnity of the service when he states, “Therefore whoever eats this
bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For
he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body (1 Corinthians
11:27-29). It must be noted that Paul’s solemn warning here is given
within the context of the individuals who participate in the
communion service while openly engaging in the grievous sinful
practices that he addresses in the previous chapters. Worthy
partaking of the emblems does not require perfection on our part,
but it does require sincere confession and devotion.
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Like baptism, receiving the bread and the wine has no virtue in and
of itself, but is an outward sign of an inward experience. It indicates a belief in Jesus and a desire to
live for Him. As parents and leaders we have to make an informed judgment call as to whether a child
has a genuine experience in Jesus. This requires a level of both chronological and spiritual maturity
that allows children to appreciate the call of God upon their hearts. Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these” (Mark 10:14). We are informed that, “Christ’s example forbids exclusiveness at the Lord's
Supper. It is true that open sin excludes the guilty. This the Holy Spirit plainly teaches (1 Corinthians
5:11). But beyond this none are to pass judgment” (Desire of Ages, 659). There is a strong argument
to be made that the communion service instead of being exclusive to adults should be a time when
adults make non-judgmental, non-discriminatory provisions to affirm children's love and commitment
to Jesus. We can do so by allowing children and their families to individually decide if they want to
participate, depending on their commitment and understanding.
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By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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Adventists, Valentine’s Day and the Romantic
Imperative
Pr Les Ackie
The media and retail outlets are awash with stories and
merchandise, fuelling the romantic fever surrounding Valentine’s Day
(14 February). While some Adventists embrace the opportunities the
day affords to declare their undying love to their beloved, others
recoil from the occasion as a relic of pagan debauchery. The origin of
the day is clouded in speculation. However, in spite of revisionist
attempts to romanticise the origins of Valentine’s Day, the strongest evidence
indicates that it has its roots firmly in a pagan ritual called Lupercalia, a feast held
in honour of the Roman god, Lupercus. This amounted to a sexual lottery in which names were drawn
out of a box at random to select sexual partners for a year until the next Valentine’s Day came
around. The modern practice of giving cards to ask/tell someone to “be my Valentine” seems to be a
holdover from this ancient sexual lottery. So, should we take a firm stand and “touch not the unclean
thing” (2 Corinthians 6:17), or can we in all good conscience separate ancient pagan practices from
the modern observance of the day?
It is totally understandable that sincere believers would wish to avoid a day whose origins are so
steeped in depravity. But does Valentine’s pagan roots invalidate the modern day practice of sharing
romantic gestures that are consistent with good Christian values? If the mere connection to paganism
was sufficient to warrant our rejection, we would have to go back to referring to the days of the
week by their number designation rather than the pagan names dedicated to Norse gods that we have
adopted. In the same way that Ellen White took a very pragmatic approach toward the Christmas
season, Valentine’s Day can also be, “made to serve a very good purpose” (The Adventist Home, 478).
While people’s minds are focussed on love and romance, we can use the opportunity to promote the
best principles for healthy relationships in our programming and outreach.
On a personal level, I am no fan of Valentine’s Day. I had a problem with it long before I was aware of
its pagan origins. I have a strong objection to being dictated to as to when I should demonstrate
affection to my wife, by organisations and companies who have a vested interest in the day. A major
part of the value of romantic acts is their unexpected nature. Giving gifts out of a sense of obligation
can actually rob the deed of real value. Matt Groening partly expressed my objections to Valentine’s
Day when he said, “Romance is dead. It was acquired in a hostile takeover by Hallmark and Disney,
homogenised, and sold off piece by piece.”
While I agree with Groening’s amusing observation that ‘romance’ has been blatantly commercialised
in the pursuit of ‘filthy lucre’, I fundamentally disagree with the view that romance is dead. Romance
is alive and well and should always remain so in every marriage. However, if we have to rely on a
‘day’ in order to ‘be romantic’ we have bigger problems to worry about than the distant taint of
paganism. In the context of marriage, far from being just a pleasant bonus, romance is an essential
element of a healthy marital relationship. The fact that a marriage cannot depend on the warm fuzzy
feelings generated by acts of love, does not invalidate the value of these warm fuzzies. A marriage
devoid of affectionate emotional input becomes dry, lifeless and monotonous.
Because there is no one size fits all, trying to define romance is like trying to nail jelly to a wall. One
man’s romantic gesture is another woman’s passion killer. In general terms, Jimmy Evans, founder of
Marriage Today, defines romance as “self-initiated pursuit . . . Romance says, ‘I like to think about
you and I want to please you as a priority in my life.” Romance shows that the object of our love is on
our heart and that we really care. The effort and creativity that we invest to demonstrate our love
communicates the value we see in each other. So, in the words of the Apostle, “let the husband
render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband” (1 Corinthians
7:3).
_______________________________________________________________
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35
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unfulfilled, and those who are consumed by a
passionate romance with Jesus Christ and are
living joyful, satisfied lives. She seeks to help
readers move toward the totally surrendered
and fulfilling experience rather than one of
striving and disappointment.

AdventSource www.adventsource.org/
Adventist Parenting www.adventistparenting.com
Adventist Special Needs
Association - www.asna.info/
BUC Family Ministry–
adventist.org.uk/who-we-are/
departments/family-ministries

!
!
!
!
!
!

The Ellen G. White Estate www.whiteestate.org/
GC Family Ministry family.adventist.org
Hope Channel - www.hopetv.org
Kids in Discipleship www.kidsindiscipleship.org/

!

Wired for Intimacy. Pornography is powerful.
Our contemporary culture has been pornified,
and it shapes assumptions about identity,
sexuality, the value of women and the nature
of relationships. Countless Christian men
struggle with the addictive power of porn.
William Struthers explains how pornography
affects the male brain and what can be done
to break the power of sexual addiction.

!

North American Division Family
Ministry - family.nadadventist.org
SEC Family Ministries
secadventist.org.uk/who-we-are/
departments/family-ministries

!

South Pacific Division Family
Ministry - www.adventist.org.au/
family-ministries

!!
!!
!

In The Heart of Commitment, Dr Stanley
shows how couples can live out their marriage
vows more fully. Stirring couples to greater
levels of committed love in their marriage,
the themes include understanding and
protecting the choices that nurture a
marriage, doing the things that matter most
in the long run, and fostering a sense of
oneness. This book offers practical strategies
for guarding against marital discontent and
infidelity.

!

Contact Us
SEC Family Ministries
25 St John’s Road
Watford WD17 1PZ
fm@secadventist.org.uk

!

Pr Les Ackie, Director:
01923 656 510
lackie@secadventist.org.uk

Anna McLarty, Secretary:
01923 656 530
amclarty@secadventist.org.uk

By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35

