How to Give Bible Studies
Terry Messenger
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Importance of Bible Studies

“The plan of holding Bible readings was a heaven born idea. There are many, both men and women, who can engage in this branch of missionary labour.”  Gospel Workers p. 192 (emphasis mine)
Preparation Needed
Before every major event in His ministry, Jesus prayed for guidance and help (Mark 1:35; Luke 9:18, 28,29)

Pray for wisdom (James 1:5)

Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit (John 16:13)
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Materials
A Bible, preferably including a concordance and Bible marking system
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Bible study guides

Visual aids
Building Interests
Making friends

Home visitation

“There are families who will never be reached by the truth of God’s word unless His servants enter their home.”  Evangelism p. 435-436 (emphasis mine)
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Finding Prospects
Distribute literature

Place Bible study enrollment cards in doors

Share CD or DVD

Use a Felt-Needs Survey

Talk to church visitors and visit them

Ask for Interest co-ordinators list

Provide for someone’s need
The Bible Study

A typical Bible study should be about 30-40 minutes long and should be based on an outline that contains:


1. Introduction


2. Body


3. Appeal or Conclusion
The Introduction
The purpose of the introduction is to awaken the interest of the hearers

Let the introduction statement make a lasting impression.  It could be:


1. A short story


2. Important world events


3. An arresting text


4. An appetizer that will make people crave the main dish
The Body
It should satisfy the interest created by the introduction

It should be in logical sequence

Use verses that directly answer the question

Be brief – 10-15 verses are sufficient
The Conclusion
A summary of the study

An appeal

Preview of the next topic
Successful Principles
Begin study with prayer

Be punctual

Establish friendly spirit before study begins

Don’t preach

State aim – to study Bible together – state clearly that your aim is not to convert them to SDA church!
Encourage students to participate by reading text and asking questions

Compliment good answers

Listen and ask questions

Never introduce ideas for which the student does not have sufficient background

Use illustrations

Stick to the subject

Don’t be embarrassed to say, “I don’t know.” State you will do some research.  The person will feel good because they have asked a really important question!
Leave straight after study

Don’t criticize other peoples beliefs

Sequence of Topics

Three major blocks:

1. Salvation through Christ alone
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2. What Christ wants us to believe and do


3. Act on information

It is important to be flexible.  If a person is interested in the Sabbath then start with that topic.  

Listen when giving the study – sometimes the student will suggest in conversation what topics interest them.  If they do – study them as soon as possible
Importance


“By this means the Word of God has been given to thousands; and the workers are brought into personal contact with people of all nations and tongues.  The Bible is brought into families, and its sacred truths come home to the conscience.  Men are entreated to read, examine, and judge for themselves, and they must abide the responsibility of receiving or rejecting the divine enlightenment.  God will not permit this precious work for Him to go unrewarded.  He will crown with success every humble effort made in His name.”  Ibid…






