

The Family – God Made and God Given

When God said "it is not good for man to be alone," He was stating both a social and theological truth about human nature.  We are made to find our greatest joy in community.  At the heart of the community is the family.  What is the make up of today's families?

· They are nuclear, with a Mum, Dad and children who are born/adopted to those parents.  Usually they are no longer in an extended family setting.

· Step families which are made up of two remarried individuals and their children from a previous relationship.

· Singles because they have never married, or are divorced, widowed or separated.

· Single parents for the same reasons as above.

· Empty nest as their children have left home

· Re-attached as their adult child/children return home or a parent comes to live with them.

· A church congregation where members feel welcomed, loved and can have 'ties' closer than with those they are related to.

Unfortunately, today's families are under a great deal of stress and brokenness due to the rising divorce rate, increased economic pressure on families, and rapid social changes that tear families apart.  These situations have given Christians new reasons for becoming interested in supporting family life.  Much of the renewed interest in family has come because people realise that the family is in trouble – even in the church.

Such reality presents both challenges and opportunities for the church.  This book is designed as an aid for pastors, family life co-ordinators, and other Christians interested in building a family ministry within the church.  It offers practical guidelines to help them meet the needs of the families in their communities too.
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